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For waterfowlers it's goodbye lead, hello steel 
A number otsules already have 

designated areas where waterfowl­
ers must use steel shot and by IW1 
the entire country will be under 
steel shot requirements for all duck 
and goose hunting. Colorado 
County has been required to use 

steel shot for the last three years. 
There's a gcxxl deal of confu­

sion over the "lead shot vs steel 
shot" controversy. Much has been 
said about "having to shcxM differ­
ently ' or "learning to sh(X)t all over 
again." But when you use the cor-
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reel steel shot substitute for lead 
this isn't necessarily so. 

The easy way to understand all 
the factws involved is to visit your 
Remington retail dealer to pick up a 
free copy of the Remington b(K)klel 
"ShcKiling Steel Shot with Confi 
dence," which provides informa­
tion on some previously 
unanswered questions and deals 
with others in far greater detail than 
anything previously published. 

The b(X)klet covers the issue of 
lead poisoning in waterfowl and the 
reasons for switching to steel shot. 
Charts in the booklet list which 
steel shot loads to substitute for the 
lead loads you're more accustomed 
to sh(X)tinp. There are also charts 
showing how much lead you need 
on fast flying, right angle targets 
when you sh(X)t the new steel shcx. 
(Generally, you'll find that re­
quired leads for Remington's rec-
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Designed to please field 
sportsmen and collectors alike, 
our Riverside gun cabir\ets 
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either cabinet is a beautiful addition to your 
home Tfiey re fine furniture all wood crafted 
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wood products with a glowing dark brown oak 
finish and massive brass finished hardware 
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ommended steel loads are virtually 
the same as the lead loads they are 
replacing. Most hunters will miss 
birds with steel shot for the same 
reason they miss with lead - shoot­
ing behind the birds. The charts will 
help with this problem too, no mat­
ter what kind of shot you use.) 

A general rule of thumb in sub­
stituting steel for lead has been to 
"go two shot sizes larger." In other 
words, use steel 4s in situations 
where you previously shot lead 6s, 
or steel 2s foi lead 4s. 

This is a goixl starting point but 
•Remington's experience indicates 
that effective hunting with steel 
shot depends on a balanced combi­
nation of both pellet energy (based 
on size) and pattern density. 
Maximum steel shot range 

One area where the two kinds of 
shot are definitely not the same is 
effective killing range. Remington 
tests and field observations show 
that 50 yards is about as far as wa­
terfowl can be cleanly killed with 
the larger steel shot sizes. Sixty 
yards is a crippling range, beyond 
steel's effective combination of 
pellet energy and pattern density. 
Chokes and patterns with 
steel 

There's evidence that steel's 
"bridging" effect in passing 
through a tight, full choke consuic-
tion tends to disrupt the pattern, so 
modified chokes may prixluce bet­
ter long-range patterns than a full 
choke. 

The best practice when learning 
to hunt with steel shot is to pattern 
your loads beforehand at various 
ranges and with different chokes, 
then select the load and choke 
combination best suited for your 
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hunting. Be careful not to pattern 
steel shot against a hard surface. 
Can you use steel shot in 
your shotgun? 

Steel shot can damage the 
chokes of older shotguns and those 
with thinner banels, including even 
high quality over/under guns and 
doubles. If in doubt, check with 
your gunsmith or directly with the 
manufacturer. 

The following Remington shot­
guns can be used with all steel 
shot up to BB pellet size with­
out damage to either the barrel or 
the choke: 

•All Model 11-87 shotguns, 
including those with "Rem" 
chokes. 

•All Model 11(X) shotguns, in­
cluding those with "Rem" chokes. 

•All Model 870 shotguns, in­
cluding those with "Rem" chokes. 

•Model 3200 Magniim over and 
under shotguns with 3-inch cham­
bers and marked 'Magnum," but no 
other 3200 shotguns. 

The Remington booklet points 
out that waterfowlers who make the 
necessary adjustments to hunting 
with steel shot will still enjoy their 
sport and will collect about as many 
ducks and geese with the new steel 
shot as they have in years past with 
the more familiar lead loads. 
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For Your Convenhnce 
We're OPEN 7 Days 

A Week! 
Monday-Thursday Friday & S 

: Thank You Eagle Lake & Surrounding Communities 
for Your Support during Our First Year! 

..As The Place for 

•Special Parties 
•Benefits 
•Award Ceremonies 

Holiday Celebrations .No Fee for Use of Facilities 
• Bar & Grill Specials and •Entertainment Available 

Catering Available .Full Service Bar (Non-Alcoholic Available) 

Seating Capacity... 200 
Call Wanda Wednesday-Saturday after 2 p.m. 

400-234-7516 or 234-7190 
1 0 1 W . M a i n Main at McCarty Eagle Lake, Texas 77434 

Come Enjoy Our Entertainment.., 
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OCTOBER 
Sat. 31 Southern Express 

Halloween Costume Party 

NOVEMBER 
Thurs. 5 Valerie 
Fri. 6 Rick-o-Shay 
Sat. 7 Southern Express 
Thurs. 12 Valerie 
Fri. 13 Southern Express 
Sat. 14 Reflections 
Thurs. 19 Valerie 
Fri. 20 Snap & Edie 
Sat. 21 Southern Express 
Thurs. 26 Southern Express 
Sat. 28 Tequila 

OPEN. . . 
M o n d a y - S a t u r d a y . . . 10 a.m. to 1a.m. 

Sunday . . . Noon to Midnight 

DECEMBER 
Thurs. 3 Valerie 
Fri. 4 Velvets 
Sat. 5 Southern Express 
Thurs. 10 Valerie 
Fri. 11 Tequila 
Sat. 12 Reflections 
Thurs. 17 Jeannie 
Fri. 18 Snap & Edie 
Sat. 19 Reflections 
Thurs. 31 Southern Express 

New Year's Eve 
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